Dear Js, 


5/24/71 


IV Sf*! f" * ”«*; rf **» ««W. M W «M latter ahoTO, 

‘ ul ;J - s0U J - Q ° l complied to answer when you didn’t hav, time, Howovt-r T «1 qft 

p^/ato^lof’ 1<>r 8030 ° f tlU! encl0,jur03 0X0 ( 5- uito Suable and toe others ', mi just 

Yo " “? e ?i Voct 121 ^mdais «»t 1 did not know of the Atlanta poetnaric. It lias a 
number of significances, <siid I can’t yet decide which. Although, a« you ■■■'•Jl ne~ I w,i 
ml cai:t doubt on the identity of the driver, this co^d be Sob^Son S £*'sl%Lt 
to mo ,hut ho wa:.-. However, and particularly in view of toe fact that ho didn’t tell me o' 

1 1 bud doubted he was, it crux also bo taken as an indi^ul^t it ^ 

Tviv i l° n ° • r 7 t \ a000 '"' 3 t0 W.X3 possession and mailed to make it seem that he war there. 
T3us is exceptionally honest in its statement of doubts for A?. Ac vow « d * 

• ad what J ri!yjrd a3 firat-rate work and so credit him. I regard tkjiyt ao* significant ^ ^ 
because hi., amor of Jl^-nssaseinatlon writing is from a boruello. ^ 

The three stories on Hay’s attempted break help because they add to the existing 
dlactapmolaa »f the officii a ccom«„ c of that, that is, in o^l« ,S^Lon«» 

who actually discovered, ets. Some indicate a possible buildup in officialdom Cor the new ^ 
wnrto. Ji.u ie tod boon quite diffident In „i?in s of it. toil £ °,L‘ 

inSlSAoT^iSSo « V ° »“’!{ v "Sf** >tod ««•** » l»»tf tnane, raid .hat I 
interpret to mean exactly the opposite. The new com issioner of corrections wont out of hie 

S^bY Ca r T I*®*"? is the hero ’ which 1 W much doubt, but which may help ma£ n 
possible lor a tough wjirden to get away with being tougher. 

C-P w/ did u 0 ? J y ve the IIYTim ? s V2/69 story on Hanes (and how I tdsh I hat’ access to a list 
of fru. and Luie s appearances). It is significant to mo in a way it might not be to ’v>u 
Under oath, in a deposition in Ray’s civil suit, ho did everythin but say that "hie”' * 

.rewrote lan Look piece. It seems that Huie paid them, not Look. At least /if not that 
•ctow us Locw: 0 agenr,, but I think too former. Huie protested he was not an editor of* 

ars r„. 

mmiSito/s *? znr?-”* ° w •*» *• <* **>* 

do not com ont, the abdicated la./yor and toe alilimi ^ riStt ® s m ls thR “ on which you 
ought be obvious. It fortifies sny tench. ^' 4 a ‘ ,soclatos of *h® accused. The parallels 

bo coSc 55 ms wetkffp LmTio^rU^ S/2tTf Tg* ^ **» ™ *> 

is no real mystery of the arrests althmiwh -h,/. / —ript if oi his personal comments. There 
dishonesty and greed for "credit"! But I Sieved i^thT t0 tfh at causes this is official 
the question is reasonable raid viable -an/ should not oxi^ 0n / ±n ,a<>rw detail » because 
comprehensible. Dunbar you uro right town w J! 1 ^ to i'”' 3 makef3 Ms silence less 
his producer (who is also Dunbarofa^dS call-back. Sng^/So!^ ^ 1 ^ TOaCh 

out t t0 1X3 11S S ^ ^ «* « « one hoe to go 

%8n thoy dlvc attention,^ “who Wt eaZd°crlSbi£vf “ ^ UOt faVOi ' th ° &x>vt * 


point something like tliis will have to be done or we'll never have credibility again. 

Garrison has just taped a Merv Griffin show, and 1 shudder to think of it. I'll also not be 
1°^ at it, for I'Ll bo working or asleep. I've written about 15,000*20,000 words of 
AOriiT OSWALD, two long chapters than can be broken down as a submission. The second is not 
complete, the first retyped, I'd not be siting thio now but after so long a period of late 
bedding and early rising I just had to Ity down this p.m. and there .ion' fc enough time before 
supper tc pick it up again, hot intended a- iuflattoring! 

When ,i. trod your native turf so . or,.; age , the aged lawyer with whom I went carried the 
one weapon we had between us, a very small pcoket fcaife. So, we avoided tho Uriahs. If thev 
grow as those wo found on moving here, wow, I've had. them 50 feet long and ruining beautiful 
tre;es. As oy now you know, I'd written Hat about a column he downgraded on the bird, suggesting 
it not bo downgraded and method of pursuing further. 

lion't knocic yourself out getting the Doataan book, and if it intrudes into the limited 
time you kve for reading, slap it. But I would value your opinions and what you see just 
mignt trigger some recollections, To this point we aro on compl xte agxeements on possibilities. 

Encouraging to know the mail hap improVed, especially letters mailed from elsewhere. 

Now that Lil is not working and I'm not tokirig her in town in tho a.m., I do not got tho 
mail ut the p.o. end J. do not syve tho outgoing mail for then. Vfe hava none until 9 p.m», 
and I drive into town to make tho first of fch-f night's departures, which helps spool it by 
a day. If I mail it in tho a.m., unless I've tbrittehVery early, the latest enclosure will 
be of tho day before. Tomorrow I liavo to go into town and will end anythin, ready then and, 
unless there is something urgent, will not go into town again. I„li bo away the la t cart 
of the week, with a fool for a client. 


On the electronics* i'vo already taken your unanticipated advice, there being no real 



extra, earphones to supply therij. 


On .V-TJ, now th-it you hafr© read the first’ three of four chapters, I ask a general 
questions: is there anythin ; you found jarring; in them and if so what* The editing there 
was extensive, I have my ovn theory which I dp’.not give you, thus you'll not feed bade. 

Ny God! your subway construction is int^aa3»able.It was a problem the night I feel 
_3f> before you got home. And that .Was 2$r years ago. Elder sold to Brentenos oaring mo 
money I'll now never get. Each time J wen thetfo I spoke to the bookkeeper and each time 
I was asked for and sent papers. < ; 

i / ')• 

ft.it snor was hero, did; a.lmost an hour instead of the planned -g-, which me.Ois it will 
not be in tho planed slot, 1 have always found ft strange that to now only 1 i O'Conaeli 
in LA over had any interest in mO. I did approach BAI in the pact. Negative. I think this 
is now ohi>nged...Delluni3' Gliencb on the book pussies. *h> has been get dug excellent px-esa 
and exceptional DC TV attention*. .Kerry's magni f i cent appearance was also done iri. full by 
the educational not, .which is also cool to mo. The Washington station refused to a~i -■* any— 
thing on E-U, and prwvioualy thh American b a iv station, their then local outlet, had. 
Intellectuals ! I expect to see ftoro of Kuttaer, The reason he same ] W r© (i approached, him 
when ho was in TCi during the move) is boo , use he is spending most of Ms time in DC, They 
hav^ a two— "man" staff, the other a Margo Adler who did (which may mean no more than 
reading) news in I-j /. She and others there had road the book. K iiadn't at time or. interview. 


/ 


Your suggestions ro publisher are nob new, everybody else being pretty explicit in 
expressing the some opinion. There is a basis for it nobody knows. I tend to believe it 
is the melding of incompetence, arrogance, ego on tho part ox the one who is supposed to 
handle such tilings, plus their lack of cash. I have not yet gotten the second part of the 



prose cost is great. And suppose they have to pay me the advance anyway? I really dp not 
know the answer. As 1 put it to them, if they had sold out after contracting, could they 



oracle at the remainders. ti o, at the rathe they are .going, tills may hapjwn anyway and I 11 h ave 




this it is moderate , perhaps because I've never been as weary in :ay life. And the stuff 
itself ig that hot. I think this can make a great book. I fear another enormity, I have that 
much. And it will be another non— fiction detective story, What, despite the depressing 
effect 
single 

Ar»; vrhon I submit those two "chapters" every doc will accompany. Today, thanks bo media, 
tliore should be a market for anything with the FBI letterhead, dut, were this bo be done, 
the docs alone would be longer thin F-TJ. And in doing the initial writing, nob knowing; what, 
if any, market there will be, I have to do it completely, as I see it, to .make the x uJ.l , 
historical record. Then, if there is commercial interest, the cubbing would bn the big job, 
an d as I generally do those things, it can bo done by hooks rattier than sentences.; 

8o conclude, I have (in executive editor interested bub he can't get the decision- 
maker to believe the subject is not dead, including coxae noisily. I'm waving to bo my own 



"TOP aKCHET" and none stolen. 


nil is late calling me to supper. Boat to you both, and please don't feel pressed 
to answer, ever. Nobody ought ever keep the* hours I do, and there is no other .ay for you 
to keep up, so don't try. I don't expect it. 


Best regards , 


